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The U.S. government actively

protects domestic steel and

copper industries to safeguard
American workers from predatory
foreign competitors and to secure
national security infrastructure.

CATEGORY

STEEL

Yet cement — a $159 billion American
industry supporting 577,000 jobs —

remains completely exposed. Leaving

this foundational sector excluded from
federal procurement and trade protections
endangers U.S. national security, undermine
our domestic supply chains, and enables
market distortions from foreign competitors.
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https://www.cement.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/ACA_UnitedStates_One-Sheet_12-15-25_v2.pdf
https://www.cement.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/ACA_UnitedStates_One-Sheet_12-15-25_v2.pdf

AMERICAN CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE AT RISK

Cement overproduction and predatory manufacturing practices from countries including
China, Turkey, Vietnam, and Egypt pose a clear threat to U.S. supply chains. When we rely
on foreign producers, we forfeit control over our own building timelines. While a delayed
highway repair is merely an inconvenience, supply bottlenecks that stall hardened
military bases, energy facilities, water infrastructure, and airports create a national
security crisis.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

To secure our manufacturing 1 Initiate Section 232 investigations
independence and protect under the Trade Expansion Act of 1962
American communities, to curb the flow of state-sponsored and
policymakers must extend unreliable foreign cement.

the same robust trade and

procurement protections to 2 Expand Build America, Buy America
domestic cement that steel and requirements to explicitly include
copper already receive. cement and close this loophole.

TU.S. Geological Survey. Mineral Commodity Summaries 2026. 2026.

2 National Science Foundation. Frequently Asked Questions about Build America, Buy America Act. 2022.

3 Federal Register. Further Adjusting the Tariff Regimes for Imports of Aluminum, Steel, and Copper Into the United States. 2026.
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https://pubs.usgs.gov/periodicals/mcs2026/mcs2026.pdf
https://nsf-gov-resources.nsf.gov/2022-05/BABA_FAQ_2022_508.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/06/04/2026-11314/further-adjusting-the-tariff-regimes-for-imports-of-aluminum-steel-and-copper-into-the-united-states
https://strongamericanfoundations.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/american-foundations-china-control-infrastructure.pdf
https://strongamericanfoundations.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/turkey-disrupts-america-mfg.pdf

