
A Project of Common Sense America 

PROTECTING AmericaN CEMENT and Inflation: 

MYTH VS. FACT
Policies to protect American workers and strengthen the domestic cement supply chain like Buy
America rules and targeted tariffs do not drive inflation. They ensure taxpayer-funded projects use
American materials and American workers, while the strongest price pressures come from energy
shocks and artificially distorted import markets. 

MYTH FACT
Buy America rules for
cement would make
infrastructure and
housing unaffordable.

Buy America requirements have a very limited impact on construction costs
because cement represents a small share of the total cost of building a
home, and only a portion of the cement used in the U.S. is imported.
Portland cement accounts for less than 2 percent of the cost of a typical
new single-family home. Even on large infrastructure projects, where
cement represents a larger share of material costs, imported cement is only
one component of the overall project budget. Strengthening domestic
manufacturing, creating American jobs, and building more resilient supply
chains far outweigh any limited impact on construction costs.

MYTH FACT
America does not have
the cement capacity
to supply major
projects domestically.

The United States has substantial underutilized cement manufacturing
capacity. American producers have invested billions of dollars in plants,
equipment, and employees, but unfairly traded imports have discouraged
full utilization of domestic facilities and slowed investment in new capacity.
Given a level playing field and stable market demand, U.S. manufacturers
can expand production, invest in additional capacity, and reliably supply the
nation's infrastructure, housing, and manufacturing needs. American
cement producers can compete with anyone when competition is fair.

MYTH FACT
Cement imports are
always the cheapest
and best option for
taxpayers. 

Imported cement from Türkiye and Vietnam has entered at declared values
as low as $40 and $30 per metric ton, compared with an average domestic
benchmark of about $160 per metric ton. Those price gaps reflect unfair
market distortions, including subsidization, excess capacity, and weak
forced-labor enforcement, not normal competition. Those unfair trade
practices leave America with a weaker supply chain, fewer jobs, and greater
risk in critical projects.

MYTH FACT
Buy America rules
for cement reduce
supply flexibility.

Buy America policies do not reduce supply flexibility. U.S. cement
manufacturers produce a wide range of cement types that meet
transportation and infrastructure specifications in every state. Continued
innovation in cement manufacturing, including the broader use of blended
cements, expands domestic supply by reducing the amount of clinker
needed while maintaining required performance standards. This gives
American producers greater flexibility to meet project demand with
domestically produced materials.
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